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Make A Difference 
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Breakfast 11/1/14 

Fall back clocks 11/2/14 
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Free Dump days 
2nd & 4th Saturdays 

Community 

Events Calendar 

Halloween arrives early for children and adults attending the free Halloween Party 
on Saturday, October 25, from 2-4 PM at Augustine Park (near Coelho Street).  
Milpitas residents will enjoy a costume parade, snack eating, and live music.  
Children can participate in art projects and learn safety precautions for Halloween.  
Adults will hear from a Milpitas Police Department officer about the benefits of 
joining a Neighborhood Watch group.  City Council candidates will be available 
to answer questions and discuss the future of Milpitas.  Jump for Joy Music will 
perform family-fun music.  
 
This is a great opportunity to meet your neighbors and to give our children a 
chance to show off their costumes. Adults are encouraged to come in costume too!  

 
Date:   Saturday, October 25, 2013    
Time:   2:00 - 4:00 pm  

 (Children’s Costume parade & prizes at 3:15pm) 

Where:  Augustine Park at Coelho Street, Milpitas 
Price:   Free! 

 
The Sunnyhills Neighborhood Association and County Supervisor Dave 

Cortese are sponsoring this event to highlight the Neighborhood Watch program and 
build our community.  For more information, please contact us at SNA@electric-
bikes.com or The-Vu Nguyen at (408) 386-6115 or the-vu.nguyen@bos.sccgov.org  
 
Find the official flyer and learn how you can help at http://sunnyhillsneighborhood.org/
halloween.pdf  

Candidates Forum 
 by Melanie Lewert 
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P.O. Box 360581, Milpitas, CA  95036-0581 
Phone: (408) 262-0420 

 

SHOW YOUR HOLIDAY SPIRT! 
 by Rob Means 

October 4th SNA held their forum for mayoral and city council candidates.  Of the 11 
people running (3 for mayor and 8 for city council), all but 3 people running for city 
council were there.  Questions ranged from the candidates’ stance on Measure E (the ca-
sino proposition), to how our mayor can influence the city budget, to procedural issues.  
Attendance matched that of the event at the library earlier in the campaign.  Though not 
all the candidates spoke with clarity on the issues, they did give the residents of Milpitas 
something to think on. 
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Please join SUMC & SNA for a FREE break-
fast from 8am-9:30am on the first Saturday 
of most months, at Jones Hall, SUMC, 355 Dixon Road 
(across from Weller School Playground).  Past breakfasts 
have included a candidates forum, the Milpitas Police and 
Fire Departments, and the Milpitas Post.   

November’s breakfast will be held on Saturday, 

11/1/13 where The new Family Resource Center at 

SUMC will talk about their program for the public.   

Community Breakfast SNA Election Issue  

 by Melanie Lewert, Editor 

Elections are important to all of us.  If we don’t partici-
pate in the process we are letting others decide what is 
good for us.   

In this upcoming election you will be asked to decide on 
who will be Milpitas’ next mayor, two NEW city council 
members, and to vote on state and local propositions—
including Measure E (casino proposition).   

SNA encourages you to exercise your right to vote.   

This issue of the Sunnyhills Times includes, as a fundrais-
er, paid advertisement from locally running candidates.  
Their inclusion in this issue is in no way an endorsement 
of any particular candidate, nor is the order to imply pref-
erence—placement is solely on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  

Once a year the Sunnyhills Neighborhood Association 
asks for your  financial support with a donation to our 
group.  Without donations from our neighbors we can not 
put on or help support special events like Be an Artist Day 
and the Halloween party.  As a qualified Non-Profit your 
donations are 100% tax deductible.  Attached to this 
newsletter is a membership form—please consider filling 
it out and sending us a donation so that we can keep help-
ing our neighbors. 

SNA Fundraising—We NEED You! 
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Severe Drought Alert 

California is facing a serious drought.  2013 was the 
driest year on record and we are entering our third 
critically dry year.  In Silicon Valley, we live in a 
semi-arid region with a growing population.  Conser-
vation has been and must continue to be a way of 
life, but despite recent rains, we are far below the 
seasonal average rainfall and our reservoirs are low.  
In addition, about half of the water in the county is 
imported from outside the county and imported sup-
plies are being severely restricted due to the 
statewide drought in addition to regulatory re-
strictions and a growing pressure on the state's water 
delivery system.   
 
To ensure that we have a reliable water supply today 
and in the future, we all need to use our water wise-
ly.  Everyone should do what they can to reduce their 
water use.  If everyone saved 20 gallons a day, we’d 
save over 13 billion gallons a year in Santa Clara 
County along.  For water saving tips check out http://
save20gallons.org 
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Holiday Potluck and SNA Elections / Call for Help 
 by Melanie Lewert 

Please join us for our annual Holiday Potluck.  Bring your favorite dish to Jones Hall at SUMC (355 Dixon Rd, across from Weller 
School playground) on Dec 3rd at 7:00 pm.  We'll share food, drinks, music, and good times.  Let us know you are coming by con-
tacting us at 408-942-1418 or sending us an email to mlemail@mindspring.com.  Like last year there will also be a holiday craft that 
you can make and take with you.  People had fun making the DumDum Reindeers last year, what will be this year’s craft?  You’ll 
have to come to find our. 

We are also holding elections during this meeting.  WE ARE NOTHING WITHOUT YOU.  For those who believe that holding our 
community together is important during the challenging times ahead, we ask you to consider a role on the Board—executive and 
members at large positions are available.   Come to the potluck and see the SNA family that you could be supporting.  Then stay to 
help set the future direction of SNA.  If you can’t commit to being a board member please at least consider attending our monthly 
meetings (held on the 1st Wednesday of the month) to keep SNA going strongly forward.  SNA needs you!  If you wish to run for 
office contact Rob Means at 408-262-0420 or by email to SNA@electric-bikes.com.  Nominations will be accepted at our November 
5th meeting and also on the day of elections.   

As you are talking with your neighbors and enjoying the wonderful foods everyone brought, please give thought to the events that 
you would like SNA to help sponsor over the coming year or issues that affect Sunnyhills residents that you think SNA should be 
championing.  WE NEED YOU—please help SNA make your neighborhood a better place to live. 
 
Remember to put December 3rd on your calendar!  See you there. 
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Smoke Detectors 

Smoke detectors are an important ear-
ly warning device that can save the 
life of you and your family, BUT they 
are useless if not maintained.  Testing 
and changing out the batteries are ex-
tremely important.  So is practicing a 
home escape plan with your family—
doing so could prevent a tragedy. 
 
The Milpitas Fire Dept reminds you 
to: 
♦ Install working smoke detectors 

outside sleeping areas and inside 
bedrooms 

♦ Test your detectors, at least once a 
month 

♦ Replace their batteries at least annu-
ally—when resetting your clocks 
fall & spring are good times 

♦ NEVER disable a detector—even if 
you experience nuisance alarms 
while cooking or showering 

Detectores de Humo 

Los detectores de humo son un im-
portante dispositivo de alerta tempra-
na que puede salvar la vida de usted y 
su familia, pero son inútiles si no se 
mantiene. Probar y cambiar las pilas 
son muy importantes. También lo es 
la práctica de un plan de escape con 
su manera podría evitar una tragedia 
haciendo familiar.  
 
El Departamento de Bomberos de 
Milpitas le recuerda que:  
♦ Instale detectores de humo fuera de 

las zonas y habitaciones para dormir 
en el interior  

♦ Pruebe sus detectores, por lo menos 
una vez al mes  

♦ Reemplace las pilas por lo menos 
anualmente, al restablecer sus relo-
jes caer y primavera son buenos 
tiempos  

♦ NUNCA desactivar un detector-
incluso si se produce falsas alarmas 
mientras se cocina o la ducha 

Máy phát hiện khói  

Máy dò khói là một thiết bị cảnh báo 
sớm quan trọng là có thể tiết kiệm 
cuộc sống của bạn và gia đình của 
bạn, NHƯNG họ là vô dụng nếu 
không được duy trì. Kiểm tra và thay 
đổi pin ra là vô cùng quan trọng. Vì 
vậy, được thực hành một kế hoạch 
thoát nhà với gia đình, làm như vậy 
có thể ngăn ngừa thảm họa của bạn.  
 
Sở Cứu Hỏa Milpitas nhắc nhở bạn:  
♦ Cài đặt máy dò khói làm việc và 

khu vực phòng ngủ bên trong bên 
ngoài ngủ  

♦ Kiểm tra phát hiện, ít nhất mỗi 
tháng một lần  

♦ Thay pin của họ ít nhất mỗi năm-
khi cài đặt lại đồng hồ của bạn rơi 
và mùa xuân là thời gian tốt đẹp  

♦ ĐỪNG BAO GIỜ vô hiệu hóa một 
máy dò, ngay cả khi bạn gặp phiền 
toái báo động trong khi nấu ăn hoặc 
tắm vòi sen  





Sunnyhills Neighborhood Association 

Daniel Bobay Candidate For Mayor 

Uniting Milpitas for Better Ahead of Bigger 
Milpitas is one city and it�s time we all work together and display the kind of professional conduct and 

behavior that sets us apart from other cities. We need to be �One Team.�

In Priority order

‚ Address traffic and parking congestion

‚ Ensure city services can meet population growth

‚ Host citizen communication meetings

‚ Meet with other elected officials to develop strategies and improve relationships between taxing entities

‚ Engage with companies to come to Milpitas

‚ Champion the Food Pantry

‚ Consider new services and programs.

Law Enforcement/Fire Department/Emergency Response: I support maintaining high-quality law 

enforcement services, the use of ancillary personnel to handle activities not requiring the services of a sworn 

officer, consideration of a "Emergency Services� assessment tax, and the establishment of a reporting system 

for citizen complaints.

Public Works: 

‚ Restoration of lost jobs and salaries from the last few years 

‚ Expansion of some departments to handle the increased work load and assure that public services are 

adequate to serve the city

‚ Address the critical needs of these departments and the people that work in them so that we can come to 

consensus on how best to serve the employees of the 

‚ City wide WI-FI.

Land Use and Open Space:  I support consistency in development and preservation of the natural assets of our 

environment through adequate planning, acquisition, development, and maintenance of park, recreation, and 

open space lands. We have many open hills with few useable trails for biking, hiking, riding, and use by the 

general public. I�d like to see that change.

Housing Cost Reductions:  I support changes in local government regulations to reduce the cost of housing by

streamlining the building approval process, continuing requirements to provide open space and parks, 

encouraging residential units above commercial uses, considering rezoning some commercial land to residential 

use, considering zoning changes which preserve the neighborhood character and address parking and traffic 

impacts, preserving the current housing stock, encouraging the building of rental units; and increasing quality 

housing available for moderate and low-income residents. 

I DO NOT SUPPORT MEASURE E & the card room moving to Milpitas. I regard it as the card room using 

Milpitas to leverage San Jose and Sacramento. It short changes us, facilitates those susceptible to gambling 

addiction, and changes the character of our city.

Long-time Service to Our Community:  I have served our community for many years as a volunteer, coach, 

MUSD Trustee, and MetroEd Trustee now I ask for your vote to serve as your Mayor.

Web Site:  https://sites.google.com/site/bobayformayor2014/        Email:Drbobay@aol.com  
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Over the past 23 years, I have made Milpitas my home. My husband and I 

raised our son here because of the diversity and resiliency of our community. 

Today, our city faces many challenges. We need qualified and proven 

leadership. I would be honored to have your vote. 

I am committed to enhancing the quality of life for residents through: 

¥ Smart and balanced growth to increase city revenue, maintain 

infrastructure, and improve public safety; 

¥ Creating a transit-oriented and walkable city, paying close attention 

to population growth and need for new schools; and 

¥ Economic development to create jobs and balance the city budget. 

I have an MBA in finance and professional experience as an accountant and 

analyst. I have served as Chair of the Milpitas Planning Commission, member 

of the Citizens Budget Task Force, and President of the Milpitas Chamber of 

Commerce. I have also been honored as Milpitas Citizen of Year. 

My greatest passion is empowering people to be active participants in their 

community. As a proud American citizen, I know firsthand that the freedom to 

exercise our political voice is what makes our country great and unique. I will 

be your true voice in City Hall. 

Please partner with me for a better Milpitas.  

- Deepka   

www.Deepka.org 
Paid for by Deepka Lalwani for Milpitas City Council 2014 ¥ FPPC #1345869 

Please partner with 
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The Sunnyhills Times is a community 
newsletter serving the homeowners and 
residents of the Sunnyhills neighborhood—
SNA is a volunteer group of local people 
who are actively working to improve our 
neighborhood, and thus the city of Milpitas, 
through positive activities and programs. 
 
Melanie Lewert—Editor 
Inquiries & summations to this newsletter 
can be sent to:  mlemail@mindspring.com 

SNA 2014 Board Members 

President Bill Ferguson 

Vice President Guy Haas 

Treasurer  Melanie Lewert 

Secretary  Rob Means 

Member at Large  Robert Marini 

Can you help us distribute this newsletter?  If 
you can’t deliver a newsletter on a regular basis, 
how about as an occasional fill-in?  Sometimes 
for one reason or another a person can’t deliver 
their regular route, and we need fill-ins to 
help—ALL volunteers are welcome—just give 
us a call (408-942-1418) or drop us an email to 
mlemail@mindspring.com (title: Newsletter  
Help). We can help your child earn community 
service hours too.  The average number of 
homes on a route is 50 and takes about an hour 
to deliver. 

HELP! Sunnyhills Neighborhood Association 

P.O. Box 360581 

Milpitas, CA  95036-0581 

Phone: (408) 262-0420 

Email: SNA@electric-bikes.com 

A community foundation-sponsored organiza-
tion and member of United Neighborhoods 

California se enfrenta a una grave sequía. 2013 fue el 
año más seco de la historia y que están entrando en el 
tercer año críticamente seco. En Silicon Valley, que 
vivimos en una región semi-árida, con una población en 
crecimiento. La conservación ha sido y debe seguir 
siendo una forma de vida, pero a pesar de las lluvias 
recientes, que están muy por debajo del promedio de 
lluvias de temporada y nuestras reservas son bajas. 
Además, alrededor de la mitad del agua en el condado ha 
sido importada desde fuera del condado y suministros 
importados están siendo severamente restringido debido 
a la sequía en todo el estado, además de las restricciones 
regulatorias y una presión creciente sobre el sistema de 
distribución de agua del estado.  
 
Para asegurarse de que tenemos un suministro confiable 
de agua hoy y en el futuro, todos tenemos que utilizar 
nuestra agua sabiamente. Cada uno debe hacer lo que 
pueda para reducir su consumo de agua. Si todo el 
mundo guarda 20 galones al día, ahorraríamos más de 13 
mil millones de galones al año en el Condado de Santa 
Clara junto. Para el agua de consejos de ahorro de visita 
http://save20gallons.org  

Hạn hán nghiêm trọng cảnh báo  

California đang đối mặt với hạn hán nghiêm trọng. 2013 
là năm khô hạn nhất trong lịch sử và chúng tôi đang 
bước vào năm thứ ba của chúng tôi phê bình khô. Trong 
Silicon Valley, chúng ta đang sống trong một khu vực 
bán khô hạn với dân số ngày càng tăng. Bảo tồn đã và 
phải tiếp tục là một cách sống, nhưng bất chấp những 
cơn mưa gần đây, chúng tôi có hơn nhiều so với lượng 
mưa trung bình theo mùa và hồ chứa nước của chúng tôi 
là thấp. Ngoài ra, khoảng một nửa số nước trong hạt 
được nhập khẩu từ bên ngoài quận và vật tư nhập khẩu 
bị hạn chế nghiêm trọng do hạn hán trên toàn tiểu bang 
ngoài việc quy định hạn chế và áp lực ngày càng tăng 
trên hệ thống cung cấp nước của nhà nước.  
 
Để đảm bảo rằng chúng tôi có một nguồn cung cấp nước 
đáng tin cậy ngày hôm nay và trong tương lai, tất cả 
chúng ta cần phải sử dụng nước một cách khôn ngoan. 
Tất cả mọi người nên làm những gì họ có thể làm giảm 
lượng nước sử dụng của họ. Nếu tất cả mọi người tiết 
kiệm 20 lít nước mỗi ngày, chúng ta sẽ tiết kiệm được 
hơn 13 tỷ gallon nước mỗi năm tại Santa Clara County 
cùng. Đối với nước tiết kiệm lời khuyên kiểm tra http://
save20gallons.org  

Alerta de Sequía Severa  
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Sunnyhills Neighborhood Association (SNA) is your local neighborhood association.  We are a volunteer 
group of local people who are actively working to improve our neighborhood, and thus the City of Milpitas, 
through positive activities and programs.  
 

Your Sunnyhills Neighborhood Association has: 

• Transformed the Hetch-Hetchy right-of-way into Pecot Park. After 7 years of work, the park opened on 
12/4/99. What was once a blighted corridor through our neighborhood was transformed into a beautiful 
linear park, which extends all the way to Town Center (via a bridge over the creek).   

• Sparked the re-development of a derelict gas station into Crescent Center (Walgreen’s). 
• Delivers the Sunnyhills Times to over 2000 neighborhood homes – bringing news of events and issues of 

civic and community interest. 
• Sponsored the Milpitas Community Breakfasts, a monthly gathering for presentations and dialog that 

promotes civic responsibility, builds community cohesion, and bridges cultural gaps. 
• Refurbished Al Augustine Park with better design, new play sets, and many tree plantings.  Efforts begun 

in 1997 led to City Council approval in June 1999 and completion/opening in May 2002.   
• Produced events such as: 

* International Potlucks ∗ Astronomy Nights ∗ Bike & Roller Fest 
* Music in the Park ∗ Be An Artist Day ∗ Drumming Night 
* National Night Out ∗ Community Breakfasts * Neighborhood Watch Events  

 

With your help we will: 
• Continue to solicit and secure grant funding—thanks to our non-profit 501(c)3 status. 
• Support K-12, affordable housing, and a safe and friendly Sunnyhills. 
• Continue bringing you programs and newsletters, while being an activist voice in City and area matters. 
 

This ambitious program needs your support.  Because most program funding comes from grants, it’s 

critically important to demonstrate local support to the grant makers.  Your SNA membership demon-

strates that local support.  At only $10 per year, it’s a bargain & it’s tax deductible.  We are a non-profit 

501(c)3 corporation. 

Please make your check out to “Sunnyhills Neighborhood Association”  
and mail it to:  P.O. Box 360581, Milpitas, CA  95036-0581 

Tax Deductible 
Donation 

$________

Name 

Address 

E-mail Address 

Phone 

Membership Form 

P.O. Box 360581, Milpitas, CA  95036-0581 

Phone: (408) 262-0420 

Donations are not required to be come a member 

I can help SNA by: 

Delivering Newsletters 
Becoming a Board Member 
Other 


